The Arabic text of al-Birilni's Pharmacy and materia medica in which the author mentions names of plants and other medicinal drugs in several languages (Greek, Syriac, Persian, Hindi, Sindhi, Sigzi, Zabuli, etc.) appears for the first time with an English translation. It is intended to celebrate the millenary of al-Biriini (b. 973), and comes as a complement to the Hamdard pharmacopoeia of Eastern medicine (Karachi, 1969) . Al-Biruln's Kitdb al-Saydanah fills a gap in the historical studies of Arabic medicine and pharmacology, and serves among other purposes to elucidate the names of many drugs which may seem unintelligible to readers of Arabic medical and pharmaceutical manuscripts. An attempt has been made to give Latin names and taxonomy of plants. In (20-25 April 1974) , and is supplemented with an "Arabic select bibliography" (pp. [21] [22] [23] [24] [25] [26] [27] . FRANCISCO JOSE AYALA and THEODORIUS DOBZHANSKY (editors), Studies in the philosophy of biology. Reduction and related problems, London and Basingstoke, Macmillan, 1974, 8vo ., pp. xix, 390, £12. In order to discuss some of the fundamental issues which concern biology and its relationships with other natural sciences a group of distinguished scientists and philosophers met at Bellagio in September 1972. This book contains the pre-circulated papers presented, and some of the discussion they generated. In addition to the wellknown editors, there were present Eccles, Goodfield, Medawar, Monod, Popper, Rensch, Stebbins, and others who provided a formidable forum of talent. It is impossible to summarize the individual contributions, but each was important, so that the book will be of great value to philosophers of science, historians of biology and of medicine, and to some biologists.
The main theme was the many problems relating to reductionism, which are currently of much interest, for there is the reductionist approach characterized by modem molecular biology, and the anti-reductionist who denies its value. Thus a central part of the debate concerned the strategy of future research: should it be pitched at a molecular or at an organismic level, or are both necessary? It seemed to be generally agreed that the study of biological problems at a given level of complexity must include consideration of higher and lower levels of organization. But it is unlikely that the majority of experimental biologists will bother about these philosophical niceties.
The topic is by no means a new one for a seminar. The participants were selected because they each represented a specific viewpoint and they were allowed full opportunity to develop relevant questions. Moreover, discussion involved many other aspects of the philosophy of biology. For historians, June Goodfield's essay on reductionism in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries may be the most popular, but most articles contain historical material. In any case, the issues under discussion are so vital for an adequate concept of living matter that medical historians will proceed at their own peril if they do not study them in this book.
